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his victorious arms at the capital, the chief town oi Gujarat,
which was so much to his taste that he entertained an
idea of making it the seat of his government, and a base
whence he might extend his sway over Ceylon and Pegu.
The ancient names of these countries, Sarandip, or the
Golden  Isle,  and the   Golden   Chersonese, sufficiently
supply the motive for the projected conquests.    Wiser
counsels, however, prevailed, and Mahinud selected to
govern Gujarat in his absence a prince who had adopted
the life of a hermit.    There was* however, another prince
of the same family, from whom the Sultan's nominee
apprehended trouble, and the latter besought Mahmud to
take his enemy away to Ghazni, to which city a return
was now imperative after an absence of two and a half
years.     Mahmud  decided  to  march  from  Gujarat   to
Multan across the desei i, and? misled by his Hindu guides,
suffered intolerable tortures from thirst and heat.    The
unfaithful pathfinders, put to the torture, confessed that,
to avenge the injuries of Somndtb, they had brought these
troubles on the destroyer of that sacred shrine.    At last,
however, the Muhammadan army reached Ghazni, A.D.
T026, and one of the first petitions presented to Mahmud
proceeded from the prince-governor of Gujarat, who prayed
that his foe niight be delivered into his hands, now that
he sat ?P* ure on his viceregal thi ':ne.    Reluctantly, for
the captive prince had won his regard, Mahmud com-
plied, ard the inhuman viceroy dug a vault under his
throne in \vhich to confine his rival, his principles not
pemir.ir-^  him to shed blood.     The presence of the
cap-rive y.aced cr disgraced his progress to his capital,
tiU hi 1:." down to rest under a tree.    The chroniclers
relate ihr.r he spread a red handkerchief over his face
and lay alone  sleeping, when a vulture, thinking the
kerchief a piece of gory meat, swooped down upon it
and destroyed the eyesight of the sleeper beneath, who